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From the Editor 
in your ministry. As Ernest 

Holmes says, òKnowing that The 

Thing can work for us only 

through us, let us begin to accept 

today more good than we experi-

enced yesterday, and to know that 

we shall reap a harvest of fulfilled 

desires.ó 

 

Moving forward, itõs helpful to 

envision New Thoughts yielding a 

harvest ripe with connections, 

inspiration and information to 

guide us in carrying out our 

unique ministries. As your new 

editor, it is my heartfelt joy to 

welcome you to the first issue 

of New Thoughts and to cele-

brate this deepening of connec-

tion within our spiritual family 

that goes outward and touches 

the hearts and minds of the 

world.  

 

Rev. Barbara Gulbranson 

Editor 

 

_______________________ 

 

Barbara Gulbranson is spiritual 

leader of Live Your Joy Institute, an 

affiliate of ENTC. She is author of 

the books, Live Your Joy: How 

to Awaken from Spiritual Slum-

ber and How to Attract Your 

Soul Mate: The Secrets of Last-

ing Love. In addition to writing, 

coaching and teaching, Barbara 

publishes the free Joy newsletter 

and is a frequent guest on radio 

talk shows. For more information, 

visit www.liveyourjoy.org.  

As New Thought teachers and 

students, we know that the 

seeds we plant in mind are vital-

ized and nourished by our 

thoughts, feelings and con-

sciousness. We can expect the  

harvest not because someone 

told us so, but because the Law 

works every time. In much the 

same way, this summer at 

ENTC, weõve been planting 

bountiful seeds. Weõve redes-

igned and updated the ENTC 

newsletter to better serve our 

spiritual family. Whether you 

have a church without walls, a 

center or an innovative minis-

try, New Thoughts is meant to 

reflect your insights, ideas and 

contributions.  

 

In this issue, youõll find inspiring 

articles such as òThe Ever-

Awakening Minister,ó òThe Pas-

sion of the Christó and òMy 

Church Without Walls.ó The 

òWhatõs Newó column is filled 

with exciting announcements 

from centers, ministers and 

practitioners. In every issue, 

youõll find must-read messages 

from our beloved ENTC lead-

ers Dr. Aneglo Pizelo and Rev. 

Bob Hand.  

 

Most importantly, New Thoughts 

is designed to be a resource for 

you. This is why we encourage 

you to send in articles, an-

nouncements, media reviews 

and spiritual mind treatments. 

In this way, we can learn about  

the seeds youõve been planting  

Summer is coming to a close, 

and autumn is fast approaching. 

Iõve always loved fall because of 

Halloween, golden-hued leaves 

and cool, crisp air on my face. 

Now as Iõve become more 

spiritually inclined, I celebrate 

the season because of the fes-

tivities and foliage, but also be-

cause it illustrates New 

Thought principles at work in 

nature and in our own lives.  

 

For example, upon moving to 

the Midwest, my family and I 

planted little pear trees in our 

garden that take at least three 

years to bear fruit. So we 

waited patiently while watering, 

fertilizing and talking to those 

baby trees. Although we saw no 

signs of fruit for the first few 

years, we waited and expected 

pears to appear. After all, the 

catalog promised pears, and we 

took all the necessary steps to 

bear fruit. This spring we hit 

the jackpot. We watched fra-

grant white flowers burst into 

bloom and drop to the ground. 

Then, tiny buds appeared and 

grew bigger and stronger over 

the summer. Finally, we had 

pears ð big, oval, juicy pears!  

http://www.liveyourjoy.org/
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ò...ENTC is an 

amazing new 

paradigm in the 

New Thought 

world.  It is one 

church with over a 

dozen locations...ó 

Rev. Bob Hand is 

Senior Minister of 

the Emerson New 

Thought Center  

N E W  T H O U G H T S  

A Message from Rev. Bob Hand 
I, therefore, apologize for 

constantly reminding our 

ministers of the reports they 

must submit. However allow-

ing a few churches to skip 

their reports jeopardizes the 

nonprofit status of ENTC 

that all of the affiliate minis-

ters and practitioners are 

relying on. With this in mind, 

I am reminding ministers 

once again. If you have a 

church account, you must 

turn in monthly financial and 

operational reports. Without 

these, we fail to meet our 

legal obligations. 

 

I sincerely thank all of you for 

your dedication to your spiri-

tual missions. The work you 

do through ENTC is essential 

in bringing spiritual enlighten-

ment to thousands, and bring-

ing our world together. 

 

Love and Blessings, 

 

Rev. Bob Hand 

 

 

practitioners led to the fulfill-

ment of ENTCõs destiny. 

Now ENTC is an amazing 

new paradigm in the New 

Thought world. It is one 

church with over a dozen 

locations and another several 

dozen ministers spread 

across the United States (and 

a few in other countries). We 

truly demonstrate unity in 

diversity. This is a key com-

ponent of bringing the world  

together. Rather than trying 

to make everyone exactly  

alike, our focus is on accept-

ing each individual as they 

are; and working in spiritual 

unity through related, but 

different, paths. 

 

Though ENTCõs true nature 

is spiritual, it, like all of us, 

exists in a physical world. As 

a result, to operate the or-

ganization, we must meet 

stringent legal requirements.  

The Emerson New Thought 

Center (ENTC) is truly a 

thought in the mind of God. 

When Angelo Pizelo and I 

decided to create it, we did 

not have a good reason for it. 

We were just inspired to 

form this new church. In fact, 

right after establishing ENTC, 

we were asked to give a pres-

entation about it at a confer-

ence at Unity Village. With 

little idea of what we were 

doing with our new center, 

we immediately recruited 

New Thought ministers, gave 

them titles, and asked them 

to talk about what they 

would do for ENTC. 

 

Although we didnõt know 

what, exactly, ENTC was, 

Divine Spirit did know. Soon 

after ENTC was born, two 

intern practitioners needed 

to affiliate with a church, so 

we let them intern under 

ENTC. After that, a few min-

isters were teaching classes 

and wanted a formal church 

affiliation; they, too, came 

under ENTC. When some 

ministers were starting new 

churches, but did not have 

the resources or time to go 

through the whole incorpora-

tion and IRS processes, 

ENTC opened their doors 

and hearts to them. These 

simple attempts to help New 

Thought ministers and  

 

GET THE WORD OUT  
SUBMIT YOUR STORY  

 

New Thoughts is your newsletter. So weõd love to hear from you. Send us your articles, an-

nouncements, prayer treatments and media reviews for an upcoming issue. While we canõt 

promise that every submission will be published, we will do our best to get the word out by 

incorporating as many articles as space and content guidelines permit. E-mail your submissions 

to the editor, Rev. Barbara Gulbranson, at barbgulbran@sbcglobal.net. Thank you! 

mailto:barbgulbran@sbcglobal.net
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Expanding Global Awareness 
Arizona, California, Colo-

rado, Florida, Georgia, Illi-

nois, Indiana, Maryland, 

Minnesota, Montana, New 

Mexico, New York, Ore-

gon, Texas, and Washing-

ton. 

 

We are creating a new 

paradigm for the 21st cen-

tury that will facilitate the 

mission and vision of Emer-

son Theological Institute by 

having highly trained New 

Thought graduates teaching 

and being of service in vil-

lages, countries and states 

all over the world. 

By Rev. Dr. Angelo 

Pizelo  

For many years, Emerson 

Theological Instituteõs vi-

sion has been to create 

programs and educational 

systems that would facili-

tate expanding the global 
awareness of our awesome 

New Thought philosophy.   

Now the Emerson New 

Thought Center (ENTC), 

the church without walls, has 

birthed this vision.  ENTC 

is growing rapidly with min-

istries in Australia and sev-

eral states, including  

Rev. Dr. Angelo Pizelo is co-

founder of the Emerson 

New Thought Center 

Currently, New Thought 

practitioners and ministers 

are creating study groups, 

doing hospital and prison 

ministry, serving at hospice 

centers, facilitating semi-

nars, creating New Thought 

centers, teaching classes 

and a host of other com-

munity outreach programs.  

 

We are blessed to be a 

part of this magnificent 

ministry that is definitely 

expanding global aware-

ness. 

 

And so it is.  

Weõve Got Spirit 
Through a bequest of a 

former member, the 

church has been gifted with 

41 boxes of books to es-

tablish a lending library. Of 

course, Rev. Turner adds, 

òGod being God ð every-

thing we need for a library 

is being supplied to us; six 

bookshelves have been 

donated, and one of our 

key volunteers is a retired 

librarian. So, our library is 

being set up by a profes-

sional. We are realizing a 

dream come true.ó 

 

____________________ 

 

Rev. Linda Turner is senior 

minister of Spirit of Life Com-

munity Church of Religious 

Science, Laguna Hills, CA. 
www.spiritoflifechurchoc.org 

ference in the life of a child 

who is going through a 

challenging time.ó 

 

As Ye Give, So Shall Ye 

Receive  

 

As this church focuses on 

giving to the children, they, 

in turn, have experienced 

the joy of receiving.  

Autumn is almost here. The 

kids are back at school, and 

the Spirit of Life Commu-

nity Church of Religious 

Scienceõs Back to School 

project got off to another 

great start. Each year, the 

church partners with South 

County Outreach, an or-

ganization that supplies 

local families with food, 

clothing, and shelter, to 

collect backpacks and 

school supplies for local 

children in need.  

 

Rev. Turner says, òThis is 

one of the most fun shop-

ping trips we make every 

year. The number of back-

packs and school supplies 

we donate has grown over 

time, and now friends and 

even co-workers of our 

members donate, too. Itõs a 

special joy to know weõre 

helping to make a dif-  

òItõs a special 

joy to know 

weõre helping to 

make a 

difference in 

the life of a 

child who is 

going through a 

challenging 

time.ó 

http://www.spiritoflifechurchoc.org/
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òThe best part 

about Spirituality 

Discussed is to see 

the participantsõ 

growth...this unique 

book study group is 

not only my church 

without walls, but it 

gets rave reviews 

from the readers...ó 

My Church Without Walls 
by Rev. Donna Hathaway  

 

Spirituality Discussed is a 

book discussion group that 

I created in January, 2007. 

In my small city of Warren-

ville, Illinois (population 

25,000), just 29 miles west 

of Chicago, there is one 

library and 10 churches, 

which are all traditional 

conservative. The library 

board agreed to let me use 

their space for free as long 

as my advertising stated 

that I was the sponsor. 

With this in mind, I put an 

announcement about the 

new group in the local pa-

pers of surrounding com-

munities. As a result, we 

have members from five 

area communities. 

 

For our first book, I chose 

Chopraõs Seven Spiritual 

Laws of Success. There was 

a large turn-out, but some 

people never came back. 

However, over the two- 

and one-half years since 

then, attendance has been 

at least eight or more with 

a core group of four who 

have never missed a meet-

ing. The library provides 

the books on loan (they 

order them in advance 

from other libraries). At 

the beginning of each meet-

ing, I pass out one-page 

summaries of the bookõs 

main points, so everyone 

has something to keep and 

refer back to. I also let 

members know that they 

donõt have to read the 

book; they are welcome to 

come and listen.  

 

Interestingly, no one in the 

group attends church. They 

are truly seeking the spiri-

tual without the trappings 

of religion. Great deepening 

of the thinking processes, 

as well as life changes, has 

taken place in our members 

over time. New people fit 

right in. And my concern of 

a conservative person 

showing up and arguing 

never happened. 

 

The Readerõs Choice 

 

Because of the inspirational 

messages from the books 

and the loving energy at the 

meetings, the group has 

made a choice to extend 

the sessions. For this rea-

son, after the regular meet-

ing we go to someoneõs 

home for coffee and more 

discussion.  

 

Soon after Spirituality 

Discussed was born, the 

idea for a weekly group 

meditation arose in my 

mind. Today this dream has 

become a reality. A couple, 

who has a large living room 

and a deep commitment, 

hosts us every week for 

meditation when we are 

not doing the book study.  

 

The best part about Spiri-

tuality Discussed is to see 

the participantsõ growth. 

For example, I overheard a 

conversation during a cof-

fee hour where one of the 

regulars was making some 

misguided statements about 

the subconscious. Rather 
than butting in and contra-

dicting, I simply put Tro-

wardõs Edinburgh & Dore 

Lectures on Mental Science 

on the reading list. With 

trepidation on my part 

about it being too deep, we 

studied the book. Amaz-

ingly, everyone thought it 

was wonderful. These are 

people who had never read 

such a book before in their 

lives!  

 

The Next Chapter  

 

Yes, it has been an exciting 

adventure, and I am con-

tinually challenged to 

choose new literature. I 

have strayed from the tra-

ditional New Thought writ-

ers (Zukov, Dyer, Hanh, 

Tolle and the like), and we 

have read Mutant Message 

from Down Under (Morgan), 

Siddhartha (Hesse) and A 

Human Being Died that Night 

(Gobod-Madikizela) -- all 

books with powerful mes-

sages but not traditionally 

considered spiritual. In-

deed, this unique book 

study group is not only my 

church without walls, but it 

gets rave reviews from the 

readers in Spirituality Dis-

cussed. 

 

Note:  Interested in starting 

a book group of your own? 

Is your current book group 

looking for good reads? If 

so, Rev. Donna will be 

happy to share her com-

plete book list with you. 

She also welcomes book 

suggestions from others. 

You can contact Rev. 

Donna at djhatha-

way1@gmail.com 

____________________ 
Rev. Donna Hathaway is a Reli-

gious Science minister who has 

worked as a practitioner and 

staff minister in several Chicago 

area churches. She has a masters 

in Religious Education and was a 

student of Dr. Donald Burt. To-

day, Donna focuses her attention 

on her book group, Spirituality 

Discussed.  

N E W  T H O U G H T S  

mailto:djhathaway1@gmail.com
mailto:djhathaway1@gmail.com
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by Rev. Ginger Young  

 

Being a minister is not for the 

faint of heart. A minister is the 

mouthpiece of God; however, a 

community can distort that 

definition to believe that a min-

ister should be more than hu-

man. 

 

Many people who have been 

raised in fundamental religions 

subconsciously believe that min-

isters must always have peace-

ful, centered lives.  The beliefs 

may go further than that saying 

we must live in a way that in 

reality does not maintain our 

alignment nor express our 

uniqueness. 

 

If we, or our community, are 

allowed to maintain some sem-

blance of the old, up-on-the-

pillar perception of minister, 

the entire communityõs spiritual 

growth becomes stagnant. 

 

Have you ever known of a spiri-

tual center that was struggling 

spiritually? Perhaps there were 

power struggles within the 

Board of Trustees, or the min-

ister was having issues with the 
Board.  Or how about a spiri-

tual center where gossip ran 

rampant ð even amongst the 

practitioners, so that trust and 

love were unable to flourish? 

 

Going within to uncover 

old beliefs, expectations 

and demands about what 

a minister is heals the 

belief in separation that 

much of fundamental 

religion caused. This 

clearing out re-opens 

the flow of awakening 

and growth. 

 

The Greatest Gift  
 

Religious Science is not a phi-

losophy of being positive.  It is a 

philosophy of waking up.  It is a 

philosophy of being honest, 

facing our fears and processing 

any emotional pain. In doing so, 

we awaken, the heart opens, 

and we experience uncondi-

tional love and compassion.   

Ministers walk the talk when 

they are vulnerable and open, 

allowing their community to 

know that they are on a jour-

ney of awakening with their 

community.  Like many great 

spiritual leaders, ministers can 

empower and guide others 

through emotional healing from 

their own example.  Indeed, this 

is one of the greatest gifts a 
minister can give to the com-

munity.  

 

This does not mean the minis-

ter must explain every detail 

about a process of emotional 

healing. Rather just acknowl-

edge when the healing opportu-

nity appeared and how it was 

processed.  This does three 

things. It: 

¶ gives courage, 

¶ shows the way for others 

to process, and 

¶ helps the community re-

main connected with the 

minister through the heart 

ð the seat of God.  

The Authentic Life  
 

Now the expression of mind 

and heart are in the moment. 

The moment is where the 

power of God pours forth its 

healing and revealing energy to 

the community, and to the min-

ister. 

 

By being authentic in this way, 

the minister becomes the way-

shower to the community of 

how to cope, process and heal, 

through the heart of God, Di-

vine Love.  The community gets 

the wonderful example of see-

ing that walking through emo-

tional òstuffó does indeed lead 

to healing, which causes more 

self-love, more compassion, 

more wisdom and overall a 

greater embodiment of God.  

And the minister is freed to live 

the truth, heal, process and 

continue to deepen his or her 

connection with a loving 

Source.   

_______________________ 

 

Rev. Ginger Young is a minister 

consultant at High Desert Center 

for Spiritual Living in Albuquerque, 
NM.  She gives workshops teach-

ing tools for awakening to the 

general public. You may contact 

Ginger at gingerize@comcast.net.  

òMinisters walk 

the talk when 

they are 

vulnerable and 

open, allowing 

their 

community to 

know that they 

are on a 

journey of 

awakening with  

their 

communityó 

mailto:gingerize@comcast.net

